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Kanf" the Children's House in Sharjah"

Kanf is a specialized center that aims to provide legal, psychological, and social sup-
port to children who are victims of physical or sexual abuse or who have witnessed it. It
also aims to unify the procedures related to child protection, which makes it easier for
the competent authorities to provide referral and treatment services in one place that is
fully equipped with facilities and services, and in an environment that provides children
and their families with security, support, and assistance.

The Children's House "Kanaf" was established with the support and guidance of the
wife of His Highness the Ruler of Sharjah, Her Highness Sheikha Jawaher bint
Mohammed Al Qasimi, President of the Supreme Council for Family Affairs in Sharjah,
and is supervised by the Child Safety Department of the Council.

Kanf is based on the model of the Barnahus centre, which originated in Iceland and
means "children's home" in Icelandic, and whose experience has been successful in
serving and treating abused children.

The Children's House "Kanf" in Sharjah brings together four bodies specialized in fol-
lowing up and treating cases of abuse against children and providing them with support
and guidance: the Department of Social Services in Sharjah, the Sharjah Police
Headquarters, the Department of Forensic Medicine in Sharjah, and the Sharjah Public
Prosecution .

Child abuse crimes cause devastating psychological and physical effects. Awareness
of their seriousness and the need to report them is vital for the protection of children and

society as a whole.
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