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Major General

Abdullah Mubarak bin Amer
Commander-in-Chief of
Sharjah Police

Every time we reflect on the journey of the United

Arab Emirates, we realize that we are witnessing a truly

unique national experience—one that has successfully com-

bined ambition with achievement, and authenticity with openness

to the future. The UAE has never been merely a geographical space; it
has evolved into a homeland that embraces everyone, offering security,
stability, and opportunities for a dignified life.

The phrase “the UAE a Nation for Everyone” is not just a slogan—it is a living
reality experienced by everyone who resides on this blessed land and thrives
under its sky. Here, the values of coexistence, tolerance, and social cohesion are
reflected in their finest form.

The continuous achievements realized by the nation would not have been possible without
wise leadership and the far-sighted vision of the government, which placed people at the
heart of development and nation-building. Through this approach, the UAE has established
itself as a global model of security, stability, and sustainable development, while building a
cohesive society grounded in mutual trust between leadership and the people. It is from this
foundation that citizens take pride in belonging to their homeland, and residents feel a shared
sense of appreciation for the progress and prosperity achieved across all sectors.

Love for the homeland is not merely expressed in words; it is a profound sentiment
reflected in loyalty, belonging, and the willingness to safeguard its achievements. The
UAE, which has granted its citizens and residents security and peace of mind, deserves
from all of us a unified commitment to protecting its accomplishments and preserv-
ing its stability. Adherence to the guidance of leadership and to deeply rooted
national values remains one of the key pillars that strengthen social cohesion and
resilience in the face of challenges.

In an era marked by the rapid flow of information across digital platforms, the role
of an aware and responsible society becomes increasingly vital in confronting
rumors and misleading narratives that may seek to undermine trust and create
division. Protecting the homeland is not solely the responsibility of official
institutions—it is a shared duty embraced by all through awareness, verifi-
cation of information, and reliance on credible sources.

With unity of purpose and collective effort, the UAE will continue to
stand as a safe and stable homeland that welcomes all, confident-
ly advancing toward a brighter and more prosperous future.
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We pledge our lives for our nation

Making Way for Emergency Vehicles A Humanitarian Duty and a Shared Community Responsibility

Community Protection From Response to Prevention

The Spread of Rumors on Social Media: A Digital Threat to Community Awareness Security Gamification

Security Gamification From Awareness to Building Behavioral Memory

The Limits of Human Cognitive Development in the Age of the Digital Revolution and Artificial Intelligence

How Does Deepfake Technology Contribute to Delivering Security Messages Effectively?
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Major General Abdullah Mubarak bin Amer, Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah Police, chaired the third
meeting of the Higher Leadership Council at Sharjah Police General Headquarters for the year 2026.

Higher LeaderShip The meeting was attended by council members, department directors,and a number of specialized
Council Holds Third officers. Discussions focused on several topics aimed at enhancing community security and quality
Meeting of 2026 of life. The council also reviewed the comprehensive security, traffic,and community plans prepared

for the Eid Al-Fitr holiday period, in line with best policing practices across the Emirate of Sharjah.

Sharjah Police

Our Police News

A page that publishes the most important news and reports related to the police

Sharjah Police Announces Security
and Traffic Readiness for 27th Night of
Ramadan and Eid Al-Fitr

Sharjah Police General Headquarters has announced its full security
and traffic preparedness through a comprehensive plan ahead of the
27th night of Ramadan and the upcoming Eid Al-Fitr celebrations.

The plan includes intensified deployment of security and traffic
patrols across major roads, intersections, and vital locations, as well as
strengthened presence around mosques to regulate vehicle movement
and enhance safety. Increased monitoring will also be carried out in
markets and shopping centers, which witness heightened activity dur-
ing the final days of Ramadan.

These measures aim to reduce traffic congestion and further enhance
road safety levels across the Emirate.
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The Sharjah Police General Headquarters team was crowned champion of the Al Thiga Ramadan Futsal Tournament,
Sharjah Police following an outstanding performance and impressive technical display throughout the competition.

Crowned Champions The team demonstratedl high readiness and strong competmye spirit among. part.|C|pat|ng. teams. The
. tournament concluded in an atmosphere marked by enthusiasm and sporting rivalry, with matches
of Al Thiga Ramadan : : e . _piabliahti .
reflecting notable skill levels and positive interaction among players—highlighting the importance of
Futsal Tournament such sporting events in strengthening community engagement and promoting a culture of physical
activity during the Holy Month of Ramadan.

Sharjah Police Arrest 95 Beggars and
Street Vendors as Part of Awareness
Campaign

The Anti-Begging and Street Vendors Committee at Sharjah Police
General Headquarters apprehended 95 beggars and illegal street
vendors over a period of fourteen days. The arrests were carried
out as part of the campaign “Begging Is a Crime and Giving Is a
Responsibility, launched at the beginning of the Holy Month of
Ramadan in cooperation with the Security Media Department.

The initiative forms part of the force’s ongoing efforts to curb beg- p ng l
ging practices and raise public awareness about their risks and ﬂ.ljgg.l.l.l.n nl.b.l‘_"g

negative impact on community safety and social stability.

GIVING IS A RESPONSIBILITY

Sharjah Police Arrest Promoter in Possession
of 18,670 Fireworks

Sharjah Police apprehended an individual found in possession of 18,670
pieces of fireworks without legal authorization, using his vehicle to distrib-
§ = ute and promote the items.

The arrest followed careful monitoring and precise investigative efforts
carried out by specialized teams, which led to identifying the storage loca-
tion, seizing the materials, and securing them in accordance with approved
legal procedures pending further action.

This operation comes as part of Sharjah Police’s continuous efforts to
combat illegal practices that threaten public safety and security—particu-
larly the circulation of fireworks, which pose serious risks including severe
injuries, fire incidents, property damage, and disturbances to public peace.
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We pledge our lives
f!ll‘ our nation

Dr. Shaima Al Marzougqi

At a time when global media platforms grow :
louder with rapidly unfolding news and misleading 3
narratives compete for attention, the United Arab ] . !
Emirates stands out as a different, real-life story— 1 < re
one defined by reassurance and stability. On its land ;

and beneath its sky, people of diverse nationalities, “r_:-"-f'.-. ' =" h

cultures, and backgrounds come together under a B

Citizens and residents alike fo
tapestry that reﬂ_ec_ts_.t e

£ E &3' %

Despite attempts by some external qnpiiia outlets to por:%:‘l the region as unsta-
ble, reality in the UAE tells another story—one of a community that continues
its daily life with confidence and calm; bustling markets, secure families, and
children who go about their routines with peace of mind. The UAE, which hosts
_more‘than. 200 nationalities, has succeeded in nurturing a profound sense :of
belonging among all who live on its soil. For many residents, it has become-fiot
1-§'r_ily a second home, but the safest place they have ever known.

This sense of security and tranquility has not emerged by chanceg-ﬁ;'is'-the out-
come of a wise vision and forward-looking leadership that placed people at the
center of development and established a robust system capable of addressing
challenges with confidence and resilience. In this feature, officials, citizens, and
residents share their perspectives—expressing their appreciation for the UAE
and their solidarity with its leadership, affirming that this nation will remain a
model of security and stability regardless of the challenges it may face.
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Major General Abdullah Mubarak bin Amer:
The UAE Offers a Model of Stability and Balance

Major General Abdullah Mubarak bin Amer, Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah Police,
affirmed that the UAE has succeeded—through the vision of its wise leadership and
the unity of its people—in establishing a unique model of stability and balance.
This has drawn citizens and residents of different nationalities, cultures, and faiths
toward a unified sense of belonging between leadership and society.

He noted that the strong solidarity demonstrated today by both citizens and
esident reflects fpe deep trust placed in the leadership’s approach. The UAE, he

FisT n ly a country where people live; it is a hom eland thatupitesH
d shared values of loyalty, belonging, ar om
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Brigadier Faisal bin Nassar:
The UAE Will Remain a Model of Safety, Reassurance, and Coexistence

Brigadier Faisal bin Nassar, Director-General of the General Department of
Prevention and Community Protection, affirmed that the UAE has succeeded
in building an advanced security system grounded in proactive planning and
institutional work. Community trust in security agencies, he noted, is one of the
most significant factors contributing to the country’s stability.

He emphasized that the UAE represents a unique model of security and social
harmony, made possible by the vision of its leadership and the strong cohe-
sion between leadership and society. Love for the UAE, he added, is not a
fleeting sentiment but a deeply rooted value shared by citizens and residents
alike. Security agencies work in a unified spirit to protect society and preserve
national gains, while public confidence in state institutions enhances feelings
of reassurance and strengthens social cohesion.

Brigadier Dr. Mohammed Butti Al Hajri:

A Lasting Model of Social Cohesion and National Awareness

Brigadier Dr. Mohammed Butti Al Hajri, Director of the Security Media
Department, highlighted that what distinguishes the UAE is the genuine
solidarity between leadership and society—clearly reflected in various national
moments when everyone stands united in defense of the nation and its
achievements.

This cohesion, he explained, extends beyond citizens to include residents from
diverse nationalities who have expressed deep appreciation for the country’s
security and stability. The positive image reflected in the community’s respon-
sible conduct and adherence to official guidance demonstrates a high level of
social awareness and responsibility.

He added that such awareness strengthens the effectiveness of purposeful
media messages aimed at reinforcing stability and security. National media
outlets and digital platforms have played a key role in conveying accurate
information from official sources, enhancing trust and protecting society from
rumors and misinformation.
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Brigadier Dr. Jassim Mohammed bin Hadda Al Suwaidi:

Community Solidarity Reflects Genuine Belonging

Brigadier Dr. Jassim Mohammed bin Hadda Al Suwaidi, Deputy Director-
General of the General Department of Operations and Security Support,
affirmed that the UAE possesses an integrated security system based on
high preparedness and proactive crisis management. The role of security
agencies, he noted, extends beyond responding to incidents to include
professional crisis management that ensures the continuity of normal life.

He highlighted the remarkable cooperation shown by citizens and
residents alike, whose commitment to official guidance contributed sig-
nificantly to strengthening security efforts and addressing developments
calmly and effectively. Such positive engagement reflects the deep trust
society places in national institutions and confirms that security is a
shared responsibility.

Brigadier Khalifa bin Musabah Al Ketbi:
Proud of the Community’s High Level of Awareness

Brigadier Khalifa bin Musabah Al Ketbi, Director of Central Region Police
Department, stated that the UAE has presented a pioneering model in
managing challenges through institutional coordination and a strong
sense of responsibility. The stability experienced by society, he explained,
is the result of complementary roles between security institutions and
community members.

He noted that police agencies operate according to well-studied strate-
gies focusing on rapid response, continuous communication, and the pro-
vision of accurate information from official sources—factors that enhance
trust and reassurance among citizens and residents alike. The high level
of awareness demonstrated by the community during challenging periods
remains a source of pride and a key factor in supporting security efforts.
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Love for the UAE.. A Responsibility Reflected in Loyalty and Belonging

Emirati citizen Abdulrahman Ali Al Nagbi affirmed that the security and stability
enjoyed by the United Arab Emirates are the result of the wise vision of its leadership
and the genuine cohesion between leadership and society. He emphasized that citizens
take pride in standing united behind their leadership in all circumstances and remain
committed to following the guidance that enhances community safety and stability.

He added that, as citizens, they feel a profound responsibility toward their homeland
and are always keen to support national institutions that work tirelessly to safeguard
society and protect its achievements. He noted that adherence to official instructions
and cooperation with relevant authorities reflects the high level of national aware-
ness demonstrated by both citizens and residents across the country.

Emirati citizen Dr. Noura Darwish Al Robari stated that the UAE has consistently proven itself
to be a homeland of safety and stability, thanks to the wisdom of its leadership and the soli-
darity of its people. She highlighted that the unity shown by citizens and residents around
their leadership reflects deep trust in the decisions and measures taken to protect society.

She further expressed pride in the strong sense of awareness demonstrated by the com-
munity through compliance with official guidance, noting that such cooperation strengthens
the nation and reinforces the principle that security is a shared responsibility between
institutions and individuals. She also emphasized that the UAE has succeeded in building a
cohesive society that brings together people of different nationalities within a framework
of respect and tolerance. She concluded by affirming that love for the UAE and a sense of
belonging will always remain the greatest motivation for preserving its security and stability.

For his part, Emirati citizen Faisal AL Ahmad described the UAE as an inspiring model
of national cohesion, where citizens and residents unite in their appreciation for the
country’s achievements in security and stability. He stressed that the strong confi-
dence in the leadership’s approach enhances reassurance among all members of
society and contributes to greater unity, particularly in challenging circumstances.

He added that adherence to official instructions reflects a high level of social aware-
ness and a shared sense of responsibility toward the homeland. The UAE, he noted,
has successfully fostered values of tolerance and coexistence among diverse nation-
alities,enabling everyone to feel part of the community. He concluded by emphasizing
that love for the UAE is demonstrated through the commitment of its citizens and
residents to safeguarding its stability and contributing to its continued progress.

Emirati citizen Mohammed Ali Al Hosani also noted that the UAE has become a lead-
ing example in reinforcing security and stability through the wisdom of its leadership
and the solidarity of its people. He pointed out that the unity shown by citizens and
residents around their leadership reflects deep trust in its ability to manage various
circumstances with balance and foresight.

He added that Emirati society is characterized by responsibility and awareness, as
demonstrated through the public’s adherence to official guidance. Such cooperation,
he said, strengthens the nation and embodies genuine belonging. He concluded by
affirming that love for the UAE is always translated into sincere efforts that contrib-
ute to preserving its security, stability, and achievements.
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An Arab resident Mr. Ahmed
Qaribullah, shared that living in the
UAE gives him a constant sense of
safety and stability. He explained
that he and his family enjoy a normal
life filled with reassurance under
all circumstances. What distinguishes
the UAE, he noted, is the strength of
its security institutions and the trust
society places in its leadership—fac-
tors that foster a deep sense of com-
fort among residents.

He added that he has never felt fear
since arriving in the country; on the
contrary, he always feels that the
UAE provides a safe and stable envi-
ronment for everyone. He concluded
by saying that, for him, the UAE is
not merely a place of residence but a
homeland where he feels both secu-
rity and belonging.

Another expatriate resident Asia
Aliyeva, stated that life in the UAE
provides him with a constant sense of
peace of mind and safety. One of the
country’s most remarkable qualities, he
explained, is the stability that people
experience in their daily lives. He
added that he lives with his family in
an environment of trust and comfort,
even amid regional challenges, as life
in the UAE continues in an organized
and normal manner.

He also noted that the clarity of proce-
dures and the swift communication of
official authorities enhance residents’
confidence and sense of reassurance.
The UAE, he concluded, has succeeded
in building a cohesive society that
brings together people from diverse
cultures in an atmosphere of respect
and coexistence—making it more than
just a workplace, but a true home.

Mr. Javed Igbal, an Asian resident,
said that since arriving in the UAE,
he and his family have experienced
genuine security and stability. He
emphasized that daily life continues
smoothly even during exceptional
circumstances in the region. What
sets the UAE apart, he added, is
its well-organized systems and the
commitment of authorities to pro-
tecting society and ensuring a safe
environment for all.

He pointed out that residents from
various nationalities live together
in a spirit of mutual respect and
coexistence, which strengthens their
sense of belonging. He concluded
by stating that the UAE has become,
for him and his family, a place where
they feel confident, comfortable, and
secure.

Another Arab resident Mr. Ali Ibrahim Rabi, noted that
his experience of living in the UAE has given him a
deep sense of reassurance and stability. He highlight-
ed the efficiency of services under all circumstances,
emphasizing that the feeling of security extends
beyond personal safety to include work, education,
and family life.

He explained that the transparency and responsive-
ness of official authorities further enhance public
confidence. The spirit of respect and coexistence
among people from different cultures, he added, con-
tributes to a more harmonious and cohesive society.
He concluded by affirming that the UAE has become
the place where he feels settled and secure, and
where he confidently plans his family’s future.

These testimonies collectively
affirm that the UAE is not only
a nation of security and stability,
but also a cohesive society that
unites citizens and residents in a
shared spirit. Under wise leader-
ship that places people at the
heart of development, the country
has emerged as a global model of
tolerance and coexistence. They
also demonstrate that the true
strength of the UAE lies not only
in its institutions, but in the unity
of its people—citizens and resi-
dents alike.
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A Humanitarian Duty and a Shared
Community Responsihility

Every minute of delay can place a human life on the brink of danger,and in every traffic congestion lies the narrow
line between survival and loss. Making way for emergency vehicles is not merely a routine traffic behavior; it is a
humanitarian and ethical value that reflects a society’s awareness, cohesion, and deep understanding of its collec-
tive responsibility to protect lives. The sound of ambulance sirens does not simply demand priority on the road—
calls for conscious cooperation grounded in the realization that a patient or injured person may be waiting for a
renewed chance at life.

Giving way to emergency vehicles is therefore more than a traffic obligation; it is a humane act that mirrors the
maturity and civility of a community. It is a small gesture with profound impact—measured in lives saved, suffering
eased, and trust strengthened between authorities and members of the public. This feature highlights the impor-
tance of making way for emergency vehicles from multiple perspectives, presenting the views of field commanders,
paramedics, and ambulance drivers who experience these critical moments daily and understand the value of a
second when it is lost—and the value of a road when it is cleared.
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Brigadier Yousef Obaid Harmoul Al Shamsi:
The Efficiency of Emergency and Civil Defense Vehicles Relies on
Road User Cooperation

Brigadier Yousef Obaid Harmoul Al Shamsi, Director-General of Sharjah Civil
Defense Authority, stated that every emergency report marks the beginning of
a race against time, where even a few seconds of delay may alter outcomes and
lead to the loss of life. He explained that civil defense teams are trained to the
highest standards and that emergency vehicles are equipped with advanced
technologies. However, the overall efficiency of the response system remains
closely linked to the cooperation of road users.

He emphasized that giving way to emergency vehicles reflects social maturity and
embodies genuine partnership between institutions and the community. In conclu-
sion, he urged drivers to adhere to proper lanes, avoid gathering around incident
scenes, and refrain from following emergency or civil defense vehicles, as such
actions pose serious risks that may result in fatalities or permanent disabilities.

Brigadier Khalid Mohammed Al Kai:
Our Aim Is to Make Giving Way an Instinctive Human Behavior

Brigadier Khalid Mohammed Al Kai, Director of the Traffic and Patrols Directorate,
affirmed that compliance with giving way to emergency vehicles constitutes a
fundamental pillar of road safety and an inevitable legal and moral responsibility.
He noted that Sharjah Police General Headquarters works closely with its strategic
partners to enhance community awareness through targeted traffic campaigns and
intensified road monitoring, ensuring prompt response from road users.

He added that field experience has shown that drivers’ swift cooperation signifi-
cantly reduces response times, particularly in critical cases. He called for making
way for emergency vehicles a spontaneous act driven by human compassion
before legal obligation, emphasizing that an aware community represents the first
line of defense in protecting lives—when the road is opened, it becomes a lifeline.
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Brigadier Marwan Bouafrah:
The Road to the Incident Scene Can Determine Mission Success or Failure

Brigadier Marwan Bouafrah, Director of Centers at Sharjah Civil Defense
Authority, pointed out that the risks faced by civil defense teams are not con-
fined to the incident site alone, but also to the road leading to it. Between the
sound of the siren and the minutes of waiting inside a civil defense vehicle lies
immense pressure and responsibility—pressure that intensifies when lanes are
blocked or driver response is delayed.

He explained that making way for emergency vehicles provides specialized
teams with the mental and operational space needed to focus, enabling them
to initiate rapid intervention that can save lives and protect property. Smooth
and prompt driver cooperation, he added, offers strong moral support to emer-
gency teams, facilitating their mission and contributing to successful outcomes.

Major Mahmoud Ali Al Zarooni:
Giving Way to Emergency Vehicles Is a Community Responsibility

Major Mahmoud Ali Al Zarooni, Director of a center affiliated with Sharjah Civil
Defense Authority, noted that driving an emergency vehicle under pressure
requires high levels of skill, composure, and concentration—especially during
peak hours. He emphasized that drivers’ responsiveness in making way helps
reduce risks and ensures safe and timely arrival at incident locations.

He concluded by stating that the road is not merely a means of access; it can
be the decisive factor between life and death. Immediate cooperation in giving
way to emergency and civil defense vehicles conveys a humanitarian message
rooted in shared community responsibility,and its success depends on the col-
lective cooperation of all members of society.



Emergency Response Is a
Race Against Time...Road User
Cooperation Enhances the
Chances of Saving Lives

4

=

a. &

L . —

In a special statement, the Federal Authority for

Ambulance and Civil Defense affirmed that every emer-
gency call represents a race against time, and that even
a delay of a few seconds can affect the injured person’s
medical condition, directly reducing survival chances and
increasing the likelihood of severe health complications.
While ambulance teams are trained according to the
highest professional standards and emergency vehicles
are equipped with advanced medical technologies, the
effectiveness of the emergency response system ulti-
mately depends on the cooperation of road users.

The Authority stressed that making way for emergency
vehicles reflects societal awareness and cultural matu-
rity, embodying an active partnership between institu-
tions and the community in safeguarding lives. It urged
drivers to adhere to proper lanes, facilitate the passage
of emergency vehicles, and avoid crowding or following
them, as such behavior may lead to serious accidents or
permanent disabilities.

It concluded by emphasizing that the road represents
the vital pathway for delivering urgent medical care and
may well be the decisive factor between life and death.
Immediate cooperation in clearing the way reflects a
high level of social responsibility and awareness, while
significantly enhancing the efficiency of emergency
response systems.

15



Al Shurti Magazine

Community Protection
From Response to
Prevention

Brigadier Saif Salem Lakhraibani Al Nuaimi - Deputy Director General of Community Protection and Crime Prevention.

Social phenomena, particularly crime, profoundly
impact society. They undermine the safety, security,
and peace of mind that everyone needs to lead sta-
ble lives and contribute to community development.
The concept of community protection and pre-
vention against undesirable social phenomena,
foremost among them crime, is no longer the
exclusive responsibility of police authorities.
Rather, it has become a comprehensive national
response shared by all civil society institutions
and every member of the community. In its mod-
ern form, community security is no longer mea-
sured solely by the speed of intervention, but by
the community’s ability to immunize itself before
a threat emerges, and by proactive prevention
before social problems can take root.

Based on this understanding, this article high-
lights the importance of preventive methods in
all their forms. Moreover,the preventive approach
serves as a strategic gateway to strengthen the
relationship between the police and the commu-
nity. Specifically, this relationship relies on trust,
partnership, addressing problems at their roots,
and continuous positive engagement. Ultimately,
the goal is to achieve comprehensive commu-
nity development, enhance quality of life in the
UAE, and increase public satisfaction with the fir




police sector as a partner in stability, not just as an
enforcement authority.

Many negative social phenomena do not necessar-
ily originate within the community itself; rather, they
may result from outside influences, societal trans-
formations, or behavioral patterns that accompany
openness and global interaction. Consequently, this
highlights the importance of having a conscious pre-
ventive system capable of analyzing the root causes
of such phenomena that pose a threat to society.

In this regard, the Department of Community
Protection and Crime Prevention stands as a practi-
cal field model for this approach. Intervention is
no longer limited to responding to social issues or
crimes after they occur; instead, it focuses on proac-
tive prevention, raising awareness, promoting the
required social culture, and strengthening coopera-
tion with community members.

Future thinking in the field of community preven-
tion must reflect the real priorities and perspec-
tives of society, rather than being imposed from the
top down. The wider the circle of dialogue and col-
laboration with community members, the greater
the chances of sustainability and success.

Effective prevention is not managed solely from
behind office desks; it is shaped within the family,
the school, and all relevant social institutions. This
contributes directly and indirectly to strengthening
awareness among all members of society, encour-
aging their active participation in safeguarding the
community, and fostering productive cooperation
with police entities and civil society institutions
concerned with this field.

Ultimately, it is hoped that community prevention
will continuously evolve over the long term into
one of the most advanced forms of service provided
to society. This is due to its direct impact on quality
of life, family stability,and the reduction of negative
social phenomena, most notably crime. Moreover,
adopting a preventive approach grounded in spe-
cialization and experience relies fundamentally on
analysis and statistics to identify the root causes of
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undesirable social phenomena and develop practical recommenda-
tions that relevant authorities can implement through targeted
preventive programs.

In line with wise directives and under the guidance of the nation’s
leadership, and recognizing that true prevention begins within the
home, the Government of the United Arab Emirates has placed the
family at the forefront of its national priorities by designating 2026
as the “Year of the Family” This reflects the significance of the
family’s role in society and recognizes that a stable family is the
primary incubator of morals, values, customs, and traditions, and the
first line of defense against all forms of negative phenomena and
deviance. Strong families produce responsible, engaged individuals
by empowering families, strengthening their educational and moral
roles, and supporting them socially and psychologically. Investing
in families is a direct investment in sustainable community security.
Community responsibility remains one of the most important pillars
supporting national initiatives, particularly those aimed at com-
munity protection. The level of individuals’ sense of responsibility
toward their nation serves as a true indicator of a society’s maturity,
cultural awareness, and stability.

When the family stands at the heart of national policies, prevention
is built on solid foundations, and community security becomes a
deeply rooted societal culture rather than an institutional respon-
sibility. In this context, investing in the family today not only guar-
antees societal stability in both the present and the future, but also
stands as a practical embodiment of a nation’s vision, one that holds
the human being as the essence of security and recognizes that true
prevention begins at home.
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The Spread of Rumors on Social Media:
A Digital Threat to Community Awareness

By Dr. Shaima Al Marzooqi

In the light of the digital revolution and the rapid evolution of modern communication tools, social media
networks have become a primary platform for exchanging information and news among individuals. Despite
the speed and ease of news transmission these platforms provide, the phenomenon of spreading rumors has
emerged as one of the most dangerous challenges facing contemporary societies. A rumor is no longer just
a conversation between people; today, it spreads at immense speed across digital platforms, reaching thou-
sands of followers within minutes. This matter doubles its impact and danger. The true danger of rumors lies
in their ability to incite anxiety and confusion within society, and to influence public opinion, especially when
people circulate them without verifying their accuracy or source.

Given the widespread adoption of digital technology, rumors have become a real challenge that demands
collective community awareness and shared efforts to confront. The spread of unverified news can lead to
concern and confusion within society, affecting individual trust in institutions and information. From this
standpoint, it is crucial to enhance a culture of fact-checking before sharing information and to rely on official



sources. This is in addition to the
vital role played by specialized
authorities in monitoring and
tracking misleading news.
Rumors often start with inaccu-
rate information or are exagger-
ated and distorted as they circu-
late. They may aim to create fear,
spread hatred, or cast doubt on
institutions. With the widespread
use of social media applications
across various segments of soci-
ety, these platforms have become
a fertile ground for rumors to
spread faster. In this investigation,
we will shed light on the dangers
of rumors, the reasons for their
spread,and the role of specialized
authorities in combating them
through interviews with several
experts in cybersecurity, security
media, and social media manage-
ment.
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Colonel Abdul Rahman Khater: Community Awareness is the
First Line of Defense Against this Phenomenon

In this context, Colonel Abdul Rahman Khater, Deputy Director of the
Security Media Department, emphasized that rumors are among the
most dangerous tools that can affect society’s stability if not handled
with awareness and responsibility. Colonel Abdul Rahman noted that
rumors are often based on incorrect or exaggerated information, circu-
lated among the public to influence general opinion. Sometimes, they
begin with a small grain of truth, but through repeated circulation, they
transform into a narrative entirely different from reality. He explained
that rumors spread more significantly during periods of anxiety or when
there is less trusted information, as some individuals tend to believe cir-
culated news without checking its validity. He added that a rumor does
not target the human body but rather the mind and emotions, aiming to
incite fear or anxiety or cast doubt on institutions and their capabilities.
This can affect various aspects of social, economic,and even political life.
He pointed out that all specialized security, technical,and media authori-
ties are always keen on the rapid dissemination of correct information
through official channels to limit the spread of inaccurate news and to
block the path for rumor-mongers.
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Captain Saud Busim: Social
Media Platforms are the Fastest
Environments for Rumors to
Spread and Promotion

For his part, Captain Saud Jassim
Busim, Manager of the Social Media
Branch at Sharjah Police, explained
that the significant evolution of digi-
tal platforms has accelerated the flow
of information in unprecedented ways.
This has made social media networks
one of the most prominent mediums
through which rumors spread.
Captain Busim noted that the ease of
using social media applications and
the speed with which content goes
viral have turned these platforms into
a primary tool for news circulation,
whether accurate or not. He added that
some users occasionally post inaccu-
rate information unintentionally due to
a failure to verify sources, while others
deliberately promote rumors to spark
controversy or attract attention. He
emphasized that specialized authori-
ties continuously monitor content cir-
culating on digital platforms and take
the necessary measures to curb the
spread of fake news.

Lieutenant Abdullah Jamal Al Turaifi: Spreading Misleading

Rumors is a Punishable Crime

In the same context, Lieutenant
Abdullah Jamal Al Turaifi, Head
of the Cybercrime Department,
stated that the spread of
rumors via social media is no
longer a passing behavior. In
many cases, it is classified as
an act punishable by law if
the intent is to harm society or
defame the state’s reputation
and its institutions. He clari-

fied that UAE legislation has estab-
lished clear legal provisions to deal
with this type of crime; the law
penalizes anyone who publishes or
circulates false information, data,
or news via electronic networks or
modern technology with the intent
to damage the state’s reputation or
undermine the prestige of its insti-
tutions. He added that specialized
authorities closely monitor content
circulating across digital platforms
and track accounts that deliberately
publish misleading news or incite
its circulation. Lit. Abdullah empha-
sized that community awareness is
the fundamental pillar for confront-
ing this phenomenon by verifying
information before publishing and
relying on official sources. Sharing
a rumor can expose an individual to
legal liability.



Lieutenant Nouf Al Harmoudi: Digital Responsibility is a National
and Social Duty

For her part, Lieutenant Nouf Al Harmoudi, Manager of Digital Evidence,
emphasized the vital role of community members in curbing the spread of
rumors, which she described as the fundamental pillar in confronting this
phenomenon. She stressed that the responsibility for addressing this issue
does not rest solely with security agencies; rather, it requires collaboration
and solidarity from all community members. Lit. Al Harmoudi explained that
community awareness is the first line of defense against false news and
misleading information, primarily by verifying information before sharing or
reposting it on social media platforms. She added that spreading or re-sharing
rumors without verifying their source may contribute to spreading anxiety and
confusion among people, affecting security and social stability. She called on
community members to exercise digital responsibility and avoid following
unverified news or messages from unknown sources. Lit. Nouf also highlighted
the importance of reporting any information or rumors suspected of threaten-
ing community security or harming the state’s and its institutions’ reputation,
through official channels. She noted that specialized authorities have provided
numerous official means that enable community members to submit reports
with ease and complete confidentiality. Furthermore, she stated that the speed
of reporting empowers relevant authorities to address rumors early, before they
spread widely. Lit. Nouf emphasized that cooperation between the community
and security agencies enhances specialized authorities’ ability to tackle this
phenomenon, reflecting the level of awareness and responsibility among com-
munity members in protecting their nation’s security and safety. She concluded
by affirming that every individual in society can be an essential partner in
maintaining stability by raising awareness, verifying, and reporting any mis-
leading content or rumors that may threaten community security.
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security Gamification

From Awareness to Building Behavioral Memory

The real challenge in modern security work is no
longer simply delivering information, but ensuring
that it remains present at the moment of decision-
making. While today’s society is well aware of laws
and risks, this knowledge is not always translated
into practice. This is precisely where the gamifica-
tion role is shown, not as an awareness tool, but as
an advanced security approach aimed at building
what can be described as behavioral memory, the
kind of memory that is automatically recalled dur-
ing critical situations, without the need for remind-
ers or warnings.

Gamification in its security dimension goes beyond
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Major Saud Al Shaiba - Head of Awareness Department

raising theoretical awareness. It trains the mind to
respond correctly before danger occurs. When an indi-
vidual lives an interactive experiences that simulate
real-life security scenarios, he does not store information
as rules or text; instead, he stores it as a complete cogni-
tive and emotional experience. This experience becomes
an internal reference that the mind instinctively recalls
when encountering similar real-life situations, explain-
ing the effectiveness of gamification compared to tradi-
tional awareness methods.

In a security context, risks are often not a result of legal
ignorance, but rather a lapse in judgment. For example,
in cases of cyber fraud, most people are aware that shar-



ing personal data is dangerous, yet some still fall
victim due to pressure, urgency, or over-trust. When
individuals go through a gamified experience that
simulates a full fraud scenario from the first mes-
sage to the moment of hesitation and ultimately
the results, they relive the same emotions they
might face in reality. This experience is stored in
behavioral memory, enabling faster, more cau-
tious responses later without the need for external
reminders.

The same concept applies to traffic awareness,
where behavioral memory plays a crucial

role in reducing accidents. Drivers
do not consciously review traf-

fic laws at every intersection;
instead, they rely on accu-
mulated behavioral pat-

terns. Traffic gamification,
through simulated driving
scenarios, embeds these

patterns in the mind. When

drivers virtually experience

the consequences of distrac-

tions, such as using a phone or
failing to maintain safe distances,
their minds directly associate behav-
ior with outcomes. As a result, during real

driving, they instinctively recall these experiences
and avoid mistakes, not out of fear of penalties, but
as a learned response.

At the community level, gamification also plays a
vital security role in addressing behaviors that may
not appear dangerous at first glance, such as leav-
ing a home unsecured, opening the door to strang-
ers, or interacting casually with unknown individu-
als posing as beggars. These everyday actions can
carry significant security risks. When presented
through gamified experiences that simulate event
progression and highlight potential consequences,
individuals do not merely receive warnings; they
develop behavioral awareness, becoming more
vigilant in daily life.

What distinguishes gamification in this context is
its ability to transform the recipient from a mere
target of awareness into an active participant in
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security. Rather than just hearing about a threat, they
experience it in a safe environment; instead of being
told the right decision, they reach it themselves through
trial and error. This approach fosters a sense of personal
responsibility, ensuring that compliance stems from
internal conviction rather than temporary fear.
Gamification also offers another important security
dimension: its ability to reveal patterns of thinking and
behavior. The choices participants make during interac-
tive experiences reflect their level of awareness, their
vulnerabilities, and their response tendencies.
When analyzed, this data becomes a valu-
able resource for security entities,
enabling the development of more
precise campaigns that target
behavior rather than informa-
tion and address root causes
rather than outcomes.
Moreover, digital technolo-
gies significantly enhance
this concept. Digital gami-
fication -through educational
games or virtual simulations-
offers repeated experiences, sce-
nario adjustments, and exposure to
a wide range of situations. Structured
repetition does not cause negative habitu-
ation; it reinforces behavioral memory and makes
safe behavior automatic.
However, the success of security gamification ultimately
depends on its design. The experience must be realistic
without exaggeration. It should be engaging without
oversimplification, and impactful without inducing fear.
Striking the right balance between engagement and the
security message is crucial. This balance ensures the
development of healthy behavioral memory. Such mem-
ory can protect individuals and society in the long term.
In conclusion, gamification in security is no longer just
an awareness tool. It now serves as a strategic way to
build a conscious society that responds intelligently in
crises. It invests in behavior before knowledge, memory
before information, and prevention before response.
As risks evolve rapidly, behavioral memory is our first
defense, and gamification powerfully builds it.
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The Limits of Human Cognitive Development
in the Age of the Digital Revolution and
Artificial Intelligence

Seid Waleed Al Nagbi
Sharjah Maritime Academy

F

Over the past decades, the world has witnessed unprecedented advances in technology and artificial intelligence.
Machines can now solve complex problems, analyze massive volumes of data, and even generate creative solutions that
surpass traditional human capabilities. While these developments offer enormous benefits, they also raise fundamental
questions about the impact of growing technological dependence on the human mind. Do these tools enhance our
cognitive abilities, or do they limit opportunities to practice critical, analytical, and creative thinking?

Asimple yet strong example is the invention of calculators. Before their widespread use, people relied on men-
tal calculation skills, which continuously exercised the mind and strengthened logical and analytical thinking.
Calculators made computations faster and more accurate, but at the expense of traditional mental practice.
What happened with calculators is now repeating itself on a much larger scale with artificial intelligence. Al no
longer helps only with calculations; it now produces written content, designs projects, manages data, and even
supports strategic decision-making that may exceed the limits of conventional human processing.



One of the most prominent recent developments is gen-
erative Al, capable of producing text, images, and videos
within seconds. While these systems save time and effort,
excessive reliance on them may reduce engagement
in essential cognitive skills such as connecting ideas,
critical thinking, and personal creativity. Students who
depend heavily on such technologies for assignments,
or employees who rely on them for decision-making,
may gradually lose the ability to engage in self-directed
learning, formulate independent ideas, and think strate-
gically. This makes it essential to seek a balance between
technological use and sustained mental engagement.

In this context, the United Arab Emirates offers an inspir-
ing model for fostering intellectual and creative capacities
among younger generations while keeping pace with tech-
nological advancement. The country has launched numer-
ous educational and cultural initiatives to strengthen
critical, analytical, and creative thinking among children
and youth. One notable example is the Arab Reading
Challenge, which encourages continuous reading and
broadens students’ linguistic and intellectual horizons,
thereby enhancing analytical and inferential skills.

The Emirate of Sharjah also plays a leading role in
nurturing a distinguished generation equipped with
knowledge and creativity through various programs
that enhance cognitive and intellectual abilities. Among
the most prominent initiatives is the Sharjah Children’s
Reading Festival, which encourages children to read and
explore knowledge through interactive workshops and
storytelling, helping to develop analytical thinking and
imagination. Another important initiative is the Sharjah
Children’s Shura Council, which gives children the oppor-
tunity to participate in discussions and propose ideas,
thereby fostering practical critical thinking and indepen-
dent decision-making. These initiatives demonstrate that
investing in human cognitive development can comple-
ment technological progress and equip young people
with strong mental tools that enable independent think-
ing rather than complete reliance on technology.

The responsibility for cognitive development does not
rely solely on schools and formal initiatives; its founda-
tions begin within the family. Parents who encourage
reading, questioning, critical thinking, and everyday
problem-solving help build strong intellectual capaci-
ties and cultivate lifelong learning habits that reinforce
institutional educational efforts.

Nevertheless, the greatest challenge remains how to
use technology as an aid rather than a substitute for
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the human mind. Artificial intelligence can enhance
productivity and efficiency, but it will not strengthen
critical and creative thinking unless individuals con-
sciously practice traditional mental exercises, prob-
lem-solving, and continuous learning. The human
mind requires daily challenges and ongoing testing
to maintain and strengthen its capabilities; other-
wise, its potential may gradually decline despite
technological progress.

Ultimately, technological advancement and artificial
intelligence represent a true test of humanity’s abil-
ity to preserve and develop its intellectual capac-
ity. Investment in education, culture, and cognitive
initiatives, as exemplified by the UAE, can serve
as a bridge between technological power and the
human mind’s need for thought and creativity. The
ideal outcome is for machines to become tools that
amplify our abilities, not replace them, ensuring that
the human mind remains at the center of innovation
and critical thinking in an era increasingly shaped by
artificial intelligence.
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Security Awareness in the Language of the Times

How Does Deepfake Technology
Contribute to Delivering Security

Messages Eﬂectively?

Captain Ali Amer Al Ghaithi

In a rapidly evolving world, traditional awareness
methods alone are no longer sufficient to engage pub-
lic consciousness or keep pace with cultural and lin-
guistic diversity. Contemporary challenges—whether
security-related, societal, or digital—require intelligent
tools that mirror reality, communicate with people in
their own language, and reach them at the right time
and in the most impactful manner.

Within this context, modern technologies—foremost
among them artificial intelligence—have emerged as
key enablers of effective awareness communication,
offering unprecedented capabilities in accuracy, speed,
and wide outreach.Against this backdrop, security enti-
ties in the Emirate of Sharjah have begun employing
Deepfake technology in a responsible and innovative
manner to enhance awareness, broaden understand-
ing, and reach diverse segments of society in multiple
languages.

Deepfake: From a Controversial Tool to an Effective
Awareness Medium

In this in-depth journalistic interview, we shed light
on this pioneering experience with Captain Ali Amer
Al Ghaithi, Head of the Innovation Practices Section,
who discusses the objectives, mechanisms, and ethi-
cal controls governing the use of this technology in
awareness communication.

To begin with, what is meant by Deepfake technology?
Deepfake technology is one of the applications
of generative artificial intelligence. It is used to
create or modify digital content—whether video,
audio, or images—in a highly realistic manner that
is difficult to detect with the eye. It relies on deep
learning models capable of replicating facial
features, lip movements, and voice tone, allowing
the visible language and message in a clip to be
altered while preserving the original identity of
the speaker.

One of its most prominent applications is the
ability to change the spoken language in video
content while maintaining the speaker’s natural
appearance, vocal tone, and expressions—making
it appear as though the person is fluently speak-
ing the new language.

How is this technology employed in awareness
communication in the Emirate of Sharjah?

We use Deepfake technology as a supportive
awareness tool—not as a substitute for credibil-
ity or direct communication. The core idea is to
enable police figures to deliver awareness mes-
sages in multiple languages without the need
to re-record content each time. The individual is
recorded in their original language, after which
the technology is used to convert the content into



other languages while fully preserving the speaker’s
identity, appearance, and voice tone.
This approach allows us to reach broad segments of
society, particularly in @ multicultural and multilin-
gual environment such as the United Arab Emirates,
and specifically the Emirate of Sharjah.
What are the main areas in which this technology is
used for awareness purposes?
The applications are diverse and flexible, most notably:
e Delivering awareness messages in multiple lan-
guages within a very short time.
e Countering rumors and combating misinforma-
tion swiftly and effectively.
e Presenting traffic guidance and security warnings.
e Supporting communication during crises and
disasters, where speed and accuracy are critical.
e Enhancing preventive campaigns—such as com-
bating cybercrime or drug abuse—through visually
engaging content that resonates with the public.
Many associate Deepfake with ethical risks. How do
you ensure responsible use?
This is a fundamental question. We believe that
technology itself is neutral; it is the manner of use
that determines its impact. Accordingly, we adhere
strictly to ethical standards and transparency. We
clearly inform the audience that the content has
been produced using artificial intelligence for lan-
guage conversion only, without altering the message
or substance.
This explicit disclosure preserves public trust and pre-
vents misunderstanding. We also continuously monitor
and assess the societal impact of such materials.

How has Deepfake technology evolved since its
emergence?

The technology first appeared in late 2017, initially
limited to facial swapping in videos. With advance-
ments in computational algorithms, its applications
expanded to include voice processing and text
generation, eventually reaching the creation of
fully integrated digital scenes. This evolution has
increased its precision and complexity, enabling its
use across various fields, including media, education,
security, and awareness.
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From a technical perspective, how does Deepfake

work?

The technology relies primarily on:

e Encoder and Decoder algorithms, where the
encoder analyzes vast amounts of images and
videos to extract shared features, and the
decoder reconstructs them in a realistic form.

e Generative Adversarial Networks (GANs), which
enhance output quality through competition
between a model that generates content and
another that attempts to detect forgery—result-
ing in increasingly convincing outputs.

Conversely, how is the misuse of Deepfake
addressed?

Alongside the development of this technology,
advanced detection tools have also been created.
Global efforts led by major technology companies,
such as Google and Adobe, as well as specialized
digital media analysis firms; aim to develop sys-
tems capable of verifying content authenticity.

On the local level, specialized and trained teams
work to monitor, analyze, and address such content
within a cybersecurity framework, ensuring safe and
responsible use.

Finally, what message would you like to convey to
the public?

Technology is not inherently dangerous; it is a tool
that can be used either constructively or destruc-
tively. When Deepfake technology is employed
within an ethical and transparent framework, it
becomes a powerful means of serving society, rais-
ing awareness, and protecting individuals from
risks.

Deepfake is a double-edged sword: it can be an
effective tool in education, awareness, and services
when used responsibly, or a serious threat when
exploited for fraud, extortion, or misinformation.
Therefore, it is crucial for individuals to realize
that what they see or hear digitally is not always
necessarily real, while official entities continue to
harness technology in ways that protect society and
enhance awareness rather than cause harm.
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POLICEMAN MEMORY

The past, the present, and the future are in your hands. Through documents
and documentation, generations connect, humanity progresses, its message
evolves, and with the disappearance of documents and documentation, the
world — with all its power and machines — becomes a thing of the past.

Quotes by His Highness
Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi
Member of the Supreme Council, Ruler of Sharjah

His Excellency Major General Khalfan Khamis,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior, and the UAE
Police Directors attended the graduation ceremony of the
6th batch of helicopter pilots in Sharjah.
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2003

Major General Saif Al
Sha’far chairs the security
committee meeting for
the Sharjah Group dur-
ing the 2003 FIFA World
Youth Championship.

2005

Brigadier Saleh Al Motawa,
Director  General of
Sharjah Police, along with
several officers, attended
the graduation ceremony
of the basic professional
training course for male
recruits and female police
at the Sharjah Police
Science Academy.
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