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Victims of Electronic Fraud in the UAE

GhleYl geizb) § dosiSIY JoYl blows

The current study aimed at identifying the demographical,
social, and economic features of the sample of the study.
It also aimed at discovering the factors that led them to
become victims of this crime, and identifying types of
electronic fraud common in the society. The study ap-
plied the quantitative and qualitative methods and the
questionnaire was used as a main tool for collecting study
data as well as the interview. The study was applied to
a non-probability sample of 1830 individuals represent-
ing the UAE society. The study found that the majority
of the sample was females who were between the ages
of 18 - less than 30. In terms of the educational level, the
sample had a BA degree, and the most common type of
fraud experienced was Smart Phone Fraud. The sample
agreed that the victim played a role in fraud and that most
victims didn’t report this because of their ignorance of the
fact that they are protected by the law. The study recom-
mends creating a government body to which consumers
can resort for ensuring the credibility of online shopping
sites ; maintaining different types of close supervision on
such electronic shops ; raising awareness of family mem-
bers and checking donation websites whether inside and
outside the UAE to make sure they are credible and re-
liable. Other recommendations also include: addressing
shortcomings in penal legislations and laws or updating
the same by expressly criminalizing cybercrimes, and de-
fining required evidences in conformity with the principle
of the legality of offences and penalties in a bid to combat
such crimes.
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