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Role of National Service in Developing and
Consolidating Youth Identity in The UAE
A field Study on a Sample of Young People Enrolled
in
National Service in the Emirate of Sharjal

The United Arab Emirates is located in the east of the Arabian Peninsula in
the south-west of Asia. It overlooks the southern shore of the Arabian Gulf
and has a land and sea border with a number of Arab countries. It applies a
federal constitutional system and is classified as high income, development
and the developing economy through IMF estimates.

The youth group represents the largest segment of the population in the UAE.
For this reason, the State has given the issue of youth and caring for them,
activating their role in society and taking advantage of their energies to ad-
dress the problems caused by the rapid social, economic and cultural changes
experienced by society as a result of cultural communication and friction In
other societies.

As the process of youth preparation and care is a right and a duty for their
country to provide it, as a fundamental task of a society seeking progress,
overcoming dependency, fragmentation and underdevelopment, a national
strategy for youth has to be built. Of measures, safeguards and social poli-
cies that ensure the cohesion of society and its internal structure. In light of
what the Gulf region, including the United Arab Emirates, is facing from
various schemes aimed at undermining it, the state has had to take preventive
measures to ensure the strength of the state's internal front and to preserve
its gains.

In this sense, the issue of national identity has been at the top of policymak-
ers' agenda. The introduction of conscription is one of the best examples of
making the UAE more citizen. The UAE is complementing the national sys-
tem of strategic building that supports peace and respect for others in terms
of power, In March 2014, Sheikh Khalifa issued the Federal Law on National
Service and Reserves, which aims to emphasize the instilling of values of al-
legiance, belonging and sacrifice in the hearts of the nation's citizens.

This study demonstrates the role of national service in building and consoli-
dating the identity of Emirati youth, enhancing their awareness of national
cohesion, reducing opportunities for deviation and crime, providing young
people with social and psychological skills, empowering them to serve the
community and volunteering, and enabling them to choose the field of scien-
tific, academic, technical and political specialization. National and scientific
trends of development in various areas according to the vision of 2012 and
the strategy of looking forward to the year 2030.

The study reflects the impact of the National Service Program on the devel-
opment of the sense of security among the members of society according to
the social theory of the researcher, and the establishment and consolidation
of the UAE youth identity according to the gender variables and the type of
programs and the duration of the programs.

It also sheds light on the opportunities for improvement and negative effects
in the national service program in order to reach some solutions that can ad-
dress these opportunities, thus reducing the disadvantages of the program and

enhancing its advantages for the community service.
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